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REGION'S IT SYSTEMS

he cyber world i thecaremed
by intruders nd vineses just as
the mal wigld fices il oam
temonists and health scares. As
the hacker finds new warys 10 00ess Com-
pater systems illegally, counfermessures
becimee nevessary, and Cold Wirsiyle
defenss bodzets must be ogual o the sk
With ever-incresing depembnce on 1T

aysbems for lile™s pecessities, foilore has
the potentiz] for disasier.

Pemsistent thrests fnien intnaders coptin-
ue o plapue public and privabe secior
compuicr sysiens alike, IT seounily spe-
cialists, meanwhile, fear thet the lack of
maniny of defensive sofesre in e
Alukll= [t makes he pesion panicular-
Iy prope o cyber-amel — and the buge
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reoovery costs that resuli

The onpeing risk of intrusion. comp-
tion and data thel, therstore, comtinue 1o
mitki SECUMDY 4 0f pricdiny, acoonhing o
TR, & magor plobl-market irﬂclligchm
and advizory firm. which specialiees
infarmation technclogy, 1DC expects
worldwide spending on daiz secunn 1
reac:h soure hon 5116 billion hy 2007,

Such ercmimnzs spending is o reaction
lex a1 mecens cscalation baoth in the freguan:
o of cyhematacks ard in their complexi-
Iy aml wvireleswe, The overall rate of
oyber-anzcks on compenics mensesed by
19 percenl from e first balf of 2002 w
mid-2003, winle the previlenss of blepd-
ed (Greats, such &5 the recent Shnuner
Wi el Blaster Womm, incrensed by 20
peroenb in 2003 alone, These aiwcks
affet all compuater users — from the bome
vser whoss hard drive crashes wipang ol
e ey exban] copy of aunt Bertha's oo
bread recipe, wothe muolinational bank
tEal i ity deposilons” wecounrs shuffled
and re-dealt.

Pwwnlime  spent recovering  from
atack, less of ceeorde infurealion und
msk of Lubility involved in smolen eonlis
dentizs] infosmouton wll contribote 0 an
cnoemmows anwunt of potzniadly avoid-
whrde lamiepe 1o the orgunizationnd botor:
line. Particalarly exposed ane Inlemel
erilerprses {e-bosingsses), capeciclly oo
the cosr of downlime business loss. In
oovernmenal argainiaiions, mesnwhile,
Ihe =tikes sre even higher the scourity
and ceoromiz well-being of entire popu-
listiooms czin Bes Uhresiibe ned,

At the lzs GITEX canveitio, the pee-
e evend i b Mifdle Ezet showensing
IT innoecations, held frons Ceioker 19w
23 in Dmbnai, 2 member of multinationils
i the cyberaecemnty eld hinlsd of @
desine {0 penzmoee the reaion's markes
more  coffectively.  Security solutions
priveider Addvanced German Technology
(AGTL for cxampiz, has partsered with a
rumber of Burapeen [T scowrioy-syanzs
denclogiess 0 being mewe proeducts indo the
bladidles I5asd, incfuding vimeal privacz net-
wiorks and intmosion detection syaiemn.

AGT  amenaging  dirsctor Maro
Crrossmann secs the wordwide TT secun
v threst as beshoan opportunity und a
challenge. “We, as & .Zl}:uriig." supalier,
have @ mesponsibility 1o bring the best
wvitilable weapons o the benle asainsr
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vitpses, intrusion and manipuluion.” e
said. “Tf we can raise the leved of maturity
in systcms profecton in this market. we
will bawve conmibueted to the finanvial, eoo-
nomic aml delepsive well-being ol s

Another potentinl key o the Middle
Fast murket is Arabic-language cupubility.
While the operaling systems of mast
multinational or laroe regionsl companies
arc in English, some firms are developing
Arubic-bascd systemis. Whene security
soluttons are softwere-based. languigs:
capability hecomes vital, ASTEC, a
German fiom Jooking 10 get ivio the
Middle Essicen markel in puntnership
with ACT, for expmple, has dey clapeil the
first seouse library-mamagenmicent system,
winning the company & conlrsct lo safs-
suard the German defence ministry's
library. ASTEC has also lauschad an
Archic-language projest, along with the
Egyptian Ministry of Imigation & Watcr
Resources, to cresie a secure library for
the Aswan High Dam Museum.

In FEgypl, the IT seeter had @ relatively
show start, and still lsps behind the coun-
tries of the Gulf in electronic sophistica-
don, cipecially in e benking secton
Until recently. the capability for ATM
Iransaclions was comparatively limited,
and most hanks dida’t birve databasc-to-
heaich inferconaectons. Electronic rams-
fers moved at 2 relative sail's poce, while
modem banking focilities — such as the
direct deposit of wages and salordes —
were virually non-exishzn.

All this ix currently being addeessed.

Egyption bankers who Ikeve spent their  branch cunnectivity is well under way.
CACceTs overseas are being brought home It would be conmforing v know that
i reonganize and modemize local sys-  investment in IT security is climbmng
tems. ATMy are going up @t @ feverish  tandem.

pace. and the establishment of imer. Aipxanner FucHs




